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‘Eva ané T1a xdptiva Pleats
@opéuara nou dwpice o Issey
Miyake oto ATOPOS cvc

/ One of the Pleats dresses
that Issey Miyake donated to
ATOPOS cvc

XAPTINA ©OPEMATA
KAI XNOYAQTEX BIBAIOOHKEX

H ékBeon #TextMe_PaperFashion kai n Siadpactiki
éxBeon-eykatdotaon #TextMe_FluffyLibrary tou noAtiotikou opyaviopot
Atopos Contemporary Visual Culture evévouv tnv ABrva,
wg Maykdopa MNpwtevouca BiAiou 2018, pe 1o Aovdivo
HE TOV TILO EUPAVTACTO, UTMIEPOYXA XAPTIVO KAl SNLOUPYIKO TpoTO.

Paper dresses and fluffy libraries

The exhibition “#TextMe_PaperFashion” and the Atopos Contemporary Visual Culture’s
interactive exhibition-installation “#TextMe_FluffyLibrary” unite Athens, the 2018
World Book Capital, with London in the most innovative, creative and “paperly” of ways.

ATMO TON MANO KOKKINH / BY PANOS KOKKINIS

TIZXEZH Unopei va X1 To AoUTPIVO «TEPACy DAAPL, TTOU KATOIKE 0TOV
TIPWTO OPOPO TOU AVAKALVIOUEVOU VEOKAAGIKOU TOU 1912 Tou oteyadel
10 ATOPOS cvc oto Meta&oupyeio, avdueoa o€ 2.500 BiBAia TExvng Kat
OTTTIKNG KOUATOUPACG, LE TNV €KOEOT HOJAC Kal I0TOPIKWY KOOTOUMIWV
and xaptimou gpiAo&eveital oto The Hellenic Centre oto Aovdivo Kat Tie-
prAapBavel amod xaptiva popépata ano ta’60s HEXPLXAPTIVES dNUIoUp-
Yiec aUyxpovwv oXedIaoTwV Kal KAAAITEXVWY OTIwG, HeTa&u dAAwv, ot
Issey Miyake, Martin Margiela, Sir Howard Hodgkin kat Demna Gvasalia;

Katotduo dpdoelg diakpivovtalamo tnv idia aveEAVTANTn dnuioup-
YIKOTNTA KAl Babid yvwon ToU avTIKEILEVOU TIOU XapaKTnpilel ouvoAIKd
TO EPEUVINTIKO KEVTPO OTTTIKNS KOUATOUpag ATOPOS cvc (tampoypdupa-
TA TOU OTO{oU 8ivouv Elpacn 0To avOpwrIivo owiiad Kal 0To £voua), a-
IO TNV ITPWTN p€pa dnIoupyiag tou 1o 2003. EMIAE0V, £ival AVTIKELE-
VIKA SUOKOAO va OWOEIS TO «TIApWVy 0T pia amo ti¢ dUo dpAoelg, TIou
anoteAoUV LEPOC TOU KAIVOTOLOU TPOYPAUpaTos #TextMe Tou opyavi-
opoU oTo TIAQ(010 TOU «ABTjva 2018 - Naykoopia Npwtevouaa BiBAioUs,
XWPIG va LIMELS 0TOV TIEIPACHO VA UITELS EMTOTOU 0TO AEPOTTAGVO yia va
Blwoeig kal v €Tepn.
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WHAT connection could there be between a cuddly beast named
Fluffy, living among 2,500 books on art and visual culture on the first
floor of a renovated 1912 neoclassical building in the central Athenian
district of Metaxourgeio that houses ATOPOS cvc, and a pop-up exhi-
hition of paper-made garments taking place at the Hellenic Centre in
London, featuring paper dresses from the 1960s as well as paper cre-
ations by contemporary designers and artists such as Issey Miyake,
Martin Margiela, Sir Howard Hodgkin and Demna Gvasalia? Both are
distinguished by the same level of inexhaustible creativity and by a
deep knowledge of the work conducted at the visual culture research
centre ATOPOS cvc, whose programmes, since its establishment back
in 2003, have placed emphasis on garments and the human body.
Both have been incorporated into the innovative ATOPOS #TextMe
programme as part of the Athens 2018 World Book Capital series of
events. This pair of initiatives represents parallel approaches to the
same themes: the written word, art and reading.

| recently had the pleasure of enjoying both, with ATOPOS cvc
co-founder and artistic director Vassilis Zidianakis as my guide. | was
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[

To «Souper Dress after Warhol» Tng Campbell’s Soup Company
/ The “Souper Dress after Warhol,” from the Campbell Soup Company

Eivat dUo OYEIC TOU (10U VOUIONATOS, |IE ETKEVIPO TO KEIUEVO,
NV TEXVN Kal TV avdyvwon, TIC OToieC €ixa T TPOVOLLO Va amoAau-
0w Tautoxpova, PE Esvayd Tov ouvidpUTH Kal KAANTEXVIKO dlEuBuvTH
ToU ATOPOS cvc, BaaiAn Zndiavdkn. Eixa tnv eukaipia va meptmAavnfw
0TOUC XWPOUE TNE BIBAIOOTIKNG TOU ®AAPL, TPWTAYWVIOTH TOU €V EEEA(-
Eelinteractive mapapuBiov ou €xel Kavel KaTdAnyn otov XwWpo («Tpw-
yovtacy BIBAIa, «XwveUOVTA» TN YVwWaoT Kal TPOOKAAWVTAS TOV KOO0
va dlapdoel kat va mai&et padi tou). Kabwg emiong, va dw amnd Kovtd ta
Xaptiva aplotoupynuata e ATOPOS cvc Paper Dress Collection, tptv
autd amootalouv oto The Hellenic Centre oto Aovdivo, 6rou Ba exTi-
Bevtal éwc Ta TéAn ®eBpouapiou.

H ékBeon pe TitAo #TextMe_PaperFashion diepeuvd pe dnuioup-
YIKO TPOTIO TN oX€on HETAEU KEIPEVOU Kal XapTioU otn poda, péoa a-
né avuikeigeva amod t ouAAoyr Tou ATOPOS cvc, 1 omoia Ba ekte-
Oel yia mpwn Popd ato Aovdivo (€xel 1N mapouasiactei oto Mudam
Tou Aou€epBoupyou, ato MoMu NG Appépaac, oto Bellerive Design
Museum Tng Zupixng kat otnv Galerie Stihl oto Waiblingen). Ta ex0é-
pata meptAapBavouv aubeviikd avaAwatpa Xxaptiva gpopéuata and ta
TEAN NG OeKaeTiag Tou 1960, Tunwpéva e logos, Keipeva, MpwTooEAL-
da epnuepidwv, EEHPUANA TTEPIODIKWY, TTOAITIKG ouvenuata, Kivnua-
ToypPaPIKd MOoTEP Kal 0eAIdEC and Xpuoous 0dnyous.

Emiong napouacialovtal EMavacyedlaouéva (popEUATa HIAS Xproe-
w¢ and v idla dekaetia, TOU dnuIOUPYNoav -£I8IKA yia TOV 0pyavi-
OO~ didonpot KAAMTEXVEG Kal oXeOIA0TES, OTIWS 0 OKNVOBETNG Robert
Wilson, o Cwypd@og Sir Howard Hodgkin kat o vuv KaAAITeXVIKAG Sleu-
BuvTr|¢ Tou oikou Balenciaga, Demna Gvasalia.
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‘Anoyn 1ng Fluffy Library pe pépog tng cuAAoyng BiBAiwv Tou ATOPOS cve
/ Inside the Fluffy Library, with part of the ATOPOS cvc book collection

© ATOPOS CVC

given the opportunity to explore the space at the alternative library
inhabited by Fluffy, the protagonist of an unfolding interactive story,
who’s said to be devouring books, digesting knowledge and inviting
visitors to read and play along with him. I also got to see the ATOPOS
cvc Paper Dress Collection before it was sent to the Hellenic Centre,
where they’ll be on display until the end of February.

The London exhibition, titled “#TextMe PaperFashion,” crea-
tively explores the relationship between the written word and paper
through selected pieces from the ATOPOS cvc’s collection, which will
be exhibited in the British capital for the first time following presenta-
tions at the Mudam in Luxembourg, the MoMu in Antwerp, the Belle-
rive Design Museum in Zurich, and the Galerie Stihl in Waiblingen. The
exhibits include disposable paper dresses dating from the 1960s and
covered with logos, texts, newspaper front pages, magazine covers,
political slogans, and content lifted from Yellow Page directories.

The exhibition also features disposable paper dresses from the
same decade that were revisited and transformed for ATOPOS cvc by
renowned artists and designers such as the director Robert Wilson,
the painter Sir Howard Hodgkin, and Demna Gvasalia, the current ar-
tistic director at the Balenciaga luxury fashion house. The show also
includes contemporary paper dresses by designers and artists such
as Walter Van Beirendonck, Dirk Van Saene, Zoe Keramea and Stratis
Tavlaridis.

A paper dress from 1968 that had been printed with Allen Gins-
berg’s “Uptown NY” prior to this poem’s publication, justifiably steals
the show, along with the “Souper Dress,” inspired by Andy Warhol’s
“Campbell’s Soup Cans” and a unique series of nine paper dresses
designed by Issey Miyake for the exhibition “XXIst Century Man.”

Of particular interest, the Japanese shifu garments owe their ex-
istence to the lack of raw materials for textile clothing in 16th-century
Japan. In order to create clothing, poor farmers cut sheets of paper
from old accounting books into strips and twisted them into yarn.
Soon, however, the wealthier classes adopted this special cloth, and
shifu became a cult material in Japan. The samurai used the shifu
technique in order to make ceremonial clothing.

According to the architect Stamos Fafalios, co-founder of ATOPOS
cvc and curator of the exhibition, the “collection has proved popular
with the public since the very first time it was exhibited in 2007 at
the Benaki Museum in Athens. It’s fun, it’s Pop and it’s unusual - and
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TéNog, ouyxpova xdptiva (popéuata amd oXedlaoTEC Kal KAaAMTE-
XVEG, 6nwe ot Walter Van Beirendonck, Dirk Van Saene, Zoe Keramea
Kat Stratis Tavlaridis.

Tnvnapdotaon KAEBEL SIKAIWG TO XAPTIVO POPENA TOU 1968 i€ TU-
nwpévotoUptownNYmoinpatouAllenGinsbherg, mptvkavautd tunwoei
o€ BiBAio, kat To didonpo (epnveuopévo amd tov Andy Warhol) Souper
Dress ¢ coumag Campbell. Emiong, To Airmail pdpepia Tou oxedlaotr
Hussein Chalayan, oto omoio ypd@eIc 6,Tt O€AEIC Tdvw TOU, TO JIMAW-
VEIG OTOV EVOWUATWHEVO PAKENO Kal TO TAXUDPOEIC OTOV TAPAANTTTN.
Kat, pUaIKd, 1 povadikn oelpd evvéa XapTIVwV (POPEPATWY TNV OTIOoi-
a oxediaoe o Issey Miyake yia tnv €kBeaon «XXIst Century Many Kat otn
OUVEXELN dWPLOE GTOV MOAITIOTIKO 0pYAVIOHO.

181aitepo evolapEpoV mapouaoidlouy Ta lanwvedika shifu evouua-
1, TOU opeiAouv TNV Uap&n Toug aTnv EANENN TIPOTWY UAWV YIa U-
(dopata otnV lanwvia Tou 160u alwva. MPoKEIPEVOU va dNUIoUpYT-
00UV (0N pouxiopoU, ol PTWXOi aypotes €koPav oe Awpide; oeNIdES
and naAid Aoyiotikd BiBAia kat Ti¢ £oTpiBav yia va dnIoupyrioouV vij-
ua. Mia TEXVIKT TNV omoia apyoTepa uloBETnoav amo Ti§ EUTOPEC TAEEIS
HEXPL TOUC oapoupdl, TTou £ypapayv MPOoEUXEC € KOUUATIA XapTioU.

TUNQWVA LIE TOV apXITEKTOVA LTANO Dapaid, GUVIOPUTH TOU op-
YAVIGHOU Kal EMPEANTH TNG EKBEONG, «1 GUAAOYT LLAC, TTOU Eival O100KE-
daOTIKY, POp Kat acuviiBlotn, éxel anodetxBei dSnUOPIANG 11O amod TV
TIPWTN POpPd TIOU TNV MaPoUcIdcape, To 2007, ato Moucegio MIevakn.
APNYETaI TNV -OXETIKA AYVWOTN - 10TOP{0 TOU PAIVOUEVOU TWV AVaAW-
OlPWV XAPTIVWV EVOULATWV TToU €ytvav Hoda oTic HMA Tn dietia 1967-
1969. A6 TOTE £w¢ onpepa 1 oUAAoyn €xel dleupuvBei. To umépoxo
nipdypa o€ autrv gival Tt pmopei va xpnotpomnoindei yia va apnynoei
ua GAAn 1otopia kKABe popd o eKTIOETAL AUTH T (POPA EMIKEVIPW-
VOUaOTE 0€ “Keipeva” Kat “updopata” (texts and textiles) kat e évav
“0TOTIKG” KAl TIPWTOTUTIO TPOTIO (PEPVOULE KOVTA TO Hellenic Centrein
London, Tou yloptddel Tnv 251 €NETELS Tou, He TV ABrjva, TIou ylop-
Tdce1 TV avaknpué&n e amd v UNESCO w¢ Naykdopia Npwtevouca
BiBAiou 2018».

H #TextMe _FluffyLibrary, Tnv omoia éxet ayarmjogt 1j0n 1o Kotvo 6-
AWV TOV NAIKIQV, Eival pia 01adpacTIKn EyKatdotaon did XElpos Tne Ta-
Aavtouxag KaAAITéxvidag Avitydvng ToaykapomouAou, 1) omoia mpay-
HATEVETAL LE «XVOUDWTO» TPOTIO EMiKaIPA NTHHATATAUTOTNTACS, PUAOU
Kat oupBiwong. Ot emokénTeC Byadouv Ta manouTold TouG 0TNV £(60d0
Kat Bouhialouv otn PpIAGEEVN aykaAid autoU TOU IPWTOTUTIOU XWPOU.
AMaBdZovtag, popwvTac XVoudwTES OTONEC Kal a&EEGOUGP, GUUMANPW-
VOVTaC TO VAANAKTIKO UBPISIKO AEEIKG 1) GUMHETEXOVTAC OTIC dladpa-
OTIKEG AVAYVWOELS, OTIG avandviexes performances, ata workshops
KATAOKEUTIG XVOUDWTWYV XAPaKTPWV Kal 0TI AOITES OPATEIS TIOU Aap-
Bavouv Xwpa £dw. TUPPWVA [IE TOV ICTOPIKO EVOUATOC Kal oUyXpo-
VNG TEXVNG BaciAn Zndlavdkn, ou EXELTNV KAAMTEXVIKT) EMUEAELN TOU
project, «gfvat pia atorikn BIBAIOONKN TTOU OLOIA TG OEV UTIAPXEL OTOV
KOO0 Kal T OTIoia avaTPETEL TOV OTEPEOTUTIIKO TPOTIO TIOU S1aBAOULE.
Edw, dev dlapdleic kabiopévog oto ypapeio, aAAd Eamlwévoc oto nid-
TWHA, £V HEOW Hiag eEeMOOONEVNC EyKATAOTAONG TEXVNG TIOU £XEL KAl
TIdAL oX€om JIE TO oA Kal TO £vOud, AAAG LE Evav EVIEANC OlapOPETI-
KO TPOTO. EVaS HayIKOS KOGHOG TTPOG AVAKAAUYT), OTOV OTI0i0, av {TTELS,
dEV ONKWVEDQL EUKOAA Va PUYELG».

Info: #TextMe_Paper Fashion, The Hellenic Centre, Paddington 16-18,
Novdivo, ané 16/01 éwg 24/02, www.helleniccentre.org
#TextMe_FluffyLibrary, ATOPOS cvc, Zahapivog 72, Metagoupyeio,
Abnva, éwg 23/04, www.atopos.gr
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To Newspaper Dress 1ng Kimberly Clark Corporation, gTiayyévo
ané eEwPUANa epnuepidwyv / The Newspaper Dress by
Kimberly Clark Corporation, made from the front pages of newpapers

it tells the relatively unknown story of a trend for disposable paper
clothing, which took the US by storm in 1967 and was over within just
two years. Since then, the collection has grown, and the wonderful
thing about it is that it can be used to tell a different story each time
it's exhibited. This time, we're focusing on ‘texts’ and ‘textiles’ and, in
an ‘atopic’ and original manner, we're bringing together the Hellenic
Centre in London, on the occasion of its 25th anniversary, with Ath-
ens, which is currently celebrating being named Unesco’s World Book
Capital for 2018.”

The Athens #TextMe FluffyLibrary (deservedly embraced by peo-
ple of all ages, who are enthusiastically spreading the word of their
extremely Instagrammable discovery) is an interactive installation
created by the gifted artist Antigoni Tsagkaropoulou. She deals with
key current topics such as identity, gender and co-existence, in warm
and cuddly ways. Visitors take off their shoes at the entrance and sink
into the fluffy, hospitable embrace of this highly original space. They
can don furry costumes and accessories as they read and relax or
enjoy interactive readings, impromptu performances and workshops,
as well as other activities.

Zidianakis, who’s also a historian of fashion and contemporary
art, notes that “this is an atopic library, without an equivalent in the
world, that overturns our stereotypical ways of reading. Here, you
don’t read sitting at a desk; instead, you're lying on the floor, amid an
evolving art installation that’s also related to the body and garments,
but in a brand new way. It's a magical world to be discovered, which,
once entered, isn’t easy to leave behind.”

Info: “#TextMe_Paper Fashion,” The Hellenic Centre, 16-18 Paddington,
London, 16/01-24/02, www.helleniccentre.org

“#TextMe_FluffyLibrary,” ATOPOS cvc, 72 Salaminos, Metaxourgeio,
Athens, to 23/04, www.atopos.gr

©_ATOPOS_CVC_PAPER_DRESS_COLLECTION_ATHENS
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